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Please reflect and be ready to share:

What are your experiences with short and innovative mobilities for 
students? 

• What types of short mobilities do you offer?
• How are these types of mobilities organised at your institution?
• How do you integrate short and innovative mobilities into your study 

programmes?





European University Alliances

“By developing long-term structural and 
strategic and sustainable cooperation between 
the higher education institutions in the 
European Universities alliances, the initiative 
aims to

• improve the international competitiveness 
of higher education institutions in Europe 

• promote European values and identity

The initiative has the potential to bring greater 
benefits to higher education institutions than 
any previous cooperation projects.”
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What are short mobilities?

Short answer: Anything other 
than semester-long student 
exchange/mobility Study trips

Internships

Virtual 
Exchange/

COIL

Blended
Intensive 

Programmes

Summer 
schools

…

How do you define „short
mobilities“?





What is COIL?

• Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL) is a type of Virtual 
Exchange

• Online collaboration between two (or more) classes at two (or more) 
institutions, organised through a close joint effort between teachers

• Shared courses, not joint courses

• 4-10 weeks module within an existing course



What is Virtual Exchange?



Why COIL matters?

• Internationalise the curriculum –
Internationalisation at home

• Develop important student skills:
• intercultural competence

• team work

• communication

• collaboration

• At institutional level
• strengthen global partnerships

• attract students

• better prepare students for study abroad

Image Source: BeCOIL Initiative at Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin 



Group discussion

What are your experiences with short and innovative mobilities for 
students? 

• What types of short mobilities do you offer?
• How are these types of mobilities organised at your institution?
• How do you integrate short and innovative mobilities into your study 

programmes?

Please share your best practices with short and innovative mobilities.







Thank you for
your attention!

www.educalliance.eu
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