Housing Options

The following information is from a third source, University Extension.  The Sociology Department has not checked out these options and does not endorse any particular housing option, or that any of the details provided are accurate.  This is provided as a starting point for locating housing and it is up to each individual to check and verify the details.  The agreement for housing is between the student and the housing provider, and not between either party and the University of California, Sociology Department or University Extension.

Housing selection depends on your interests, preferences, and budget. Choose from the bustling atmosphere of a dormitory, the independence of a private or shared apartment, or the personal attention of a homestay. 

Dormitories

Dormitories are recommended if you want a structured atmosphere, as there are opportunities to meet new people through planned activities. Meals are usually provided, and you may have a roommate who is not a UC Berkeley Extension international student. Tau House and Hillside dormitories are smaller than International House, and students receive more individual attention from staff.

International House
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10-minute bus ride or 30-minute walk to class 

· Approximately 12 meals per week; bag lunches available 

· Kitchen available for individual use 

· Central hall bathrooms 

· Unique community of student residents from more than 60 countries, including the United States 

· Features include multicultural and international activities, high-speed Internet access, indoor and outdoor dining, café, easy access to the UC Berkeley campus, and common facilities and services 

· Single and double rooms available 

· New residents must pay $35 nonrefundable application fee and $500 refundable security deposit 

· View rates and apply directly http://www.ihouse.berkeley.edu/applicants/rates.php
Tau House (now renamed Piedmont Commons)
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10-minute bus ride or 30-minute walk to class 

· 18 meals per week are included, with bag lunches and late-dinner plates available 

· No kitchen is available; common refrigerator and microwave 

· Central hall bathrooms 

· Diverse group of residents, including UC Berkeley students and international students 

· Features include TV lounge, high-speed wireless and cable Internet access, outdoor areas and roof decks, living room, dining room, table tennis, billiards, basketball, computers, study room, linens, and coin-operated laundry 

· $4,675 per person per term—triple room 

· $5,000 per person per term—double room 

· $8,200 per person per term—single room (limited number) 

· $200 refundable deposit required; Visa and MasterCard accepted 

· Check in two days before the term begins; check out one day after the term ends 

· Tau House website http://tauhouse.com/, now piedmontcommons.com.

Hillside Durant
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10-minute bus ride or 30-minute walk to class 

· Two fully-equipped kitchen and dining areas, including all appliances and dishware, available for all residents 

· No meals provided; off-site meal option available 

· Central hall bathrooms 

· Maximum 24 student residents, including UC Berkeley and international students 

· Features include an on-site resident assistant; wireless Internet access; sink, TV, and minirefrigerator in rooms; backyard with barbecue; study lounge; coin-operated laundry 

· Approximately $3,320 per person per term—double room 

· $200 nonrefundable deposit is required; credit cards, check, or cash accepted 

· Hillside Durant website http://thehillsidehall.com/
YMCA: Residence Hotel and Fitness Facility
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The YMCA is most suitable for short-term stays while you search for long-term housing. It is recommended if you have a limited budget, as accommodations are basic. The YMCA offers the convenience of a downtown location and a diverse mix of residents, including many who are not students. The sports and fitness facility is free for residents.

· Five-minute walk to class 

· No meals provided 

· Shared kitchen 

· Central hall bathrooms 

· Features include high-speed wireless Internet and minifridges in rooms, bed linens, coin-op laundry, community/Internet lounge, fitness facility with swimming pools, sports classes 

· $840 per person per month—single room 

· No deposit is required; payment for at least the first month is made on arrival; rate requires at least a 21-day stay; stays of fewer than 21 days will be charged the posted hotel rate plus the local hotel tax 

· Visa, MasterCard, and American Express accepted 

· YMCA website  http://www.ymca-cba.org/
Private or Shared Apartments

Apartments are recommended if you want to be more independent or prefer a quieter atmosphere for studying. Apartments can be less costly than some dormitory options. 

Furnished Apartment
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15-minute walk or bus ride to class 

· No meals provided 

· Individual apartment features vary, as do the types of bathrooms 

· Single room in a shared apartment averages $850 per month 

· Private apartment averages $1,500 per month 

· Landlords generally require deposits; no credit cards accepted 

· A list of apartment providers who offer short-term leases for international students is available 

· Look for apartment or housing options on Craigslist.com or other internet sites that are used by other Berkeley students such as 

Campanile Court

· 10-minute bus ride or 30-minute walk to class 

· One- to five-bedroom furnished apartments with cable TV, high-speed wireless Internet, standard kitchen appliances, in-unit laundry 

· Diverse group of residents including UC Berkeley and international students 

· Features include roommate matching, on-site 24-hour resident assistants, organized activities, fitness center, library/computer lab/study room, social lounge, rooftop deck, $99-per-month resident parking 

· Price per person per term, including utilities, ranges from $3,000 for the lowest-priced room in a shared apartment to $6,500 for the highest-priced private studio 

· New residents must pay $35 nonrefundable application fee and first month's rent with contract 

· Apply directly here http://www.campanilecourt.com/
Private Room in a Family Home (Homestay)

This is an especially good option for students who want to practice their English.

Orinda Homestay Program, Director Mary Honens, Assistant Patti Plauche, 925-254-2454, fax 925-254-8124, cell 918-2723, homestayprogram@comcast.net.
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10 to 30 minutes to class by public transit 

· Available in Berkeley and nearby areas 

· Meal options are available 

· Shared kitchen 

· Shared bathrooms 

· Features may include TV, high-speed Internet access, laundry, use of family areas, and English spoken in homes 

· $4,295 per person per term for a single room with meals 

· $3,770 per person per term for a single room without meals 

· $300 advance payment is required and will be applied to the total 

· Check in two days before the term begins; check out one day after term ends 

All housing rates are current as of July 2011. Fees and availability are subject to change without notice.

APARTMENTS

(Prices vary. Private rooms in shared apartments are usually an average of $850 per month.  Totally private apartments may be $1100-$1800 per month.)

These are INDIVIDUAL LANDLORDS with multiple properties in Berkeley. They generally have furnished apartments, short-term leases, and especially accommodate international students.
· Al Hakam - cell 928-2021, fax 653-2467, ala_hakam@yahoo.com
· Shapour Hakam – cell 928-3121, shapourh@yahoo.com
· Omer Yilmaz - 654-3339, fax 654-3059, omer@sonic.net
This is an AGENT who books fully-furnished apartments, including all utilities, for international students only in both central Berkeley and San Francisco. Rate for private bedroom in shared apartment: $1,250 - $1,300. Rate for shared bedroom in shared apartment: $800 - $850. Discounted rates available for leases longer than 4 months.
· Rexidence Residential Services, contact Managing Director Baha Yildirim, 415-694-2988, b.yildirim@rexidence.com, www.rexidence.com
These are PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMPANIES who run multiple apartment buildings in Berkeley and surrounds. They often don’t have furnished apartments and leases could be a minimum of 6 months, but many of our students still rent from them. These apartments can be especially suitable for students who are staying for at least one year. Panoramic buildings tend to be more expensive, such as $1800 for a one-bedroom (and more for a 2-bedroom).

· Raj Properties, 2076 University Ave., Suite A, 848-9958, www.rajproperties.com
· Berkeley Apartments, contact Dialy Paulino, 597-1887, cell 823-8761, fax 597-1881, dialypaulino@comcast.net, www.berkeleyapartments.com (some furnished apts., short-term leases, special discounts for UCB Extension students)

· K& S Apts., 1035 San Pablo Avenue, Suite 12 (Albany), 528-1900, fax 528-1906, www.kands.com
· Panoramic Management (owned by Equity Residential, see website below), 1916 Oxford Street, 849-2000, fax 849-2222, webmaster@eqrworld.com, www.panoramicmanagement.com
These are APARTMENT COMPLEXES in which many of our students stay. Often students will reduce costs by sharing one of these apartments, since they allow 2 people in a 1-bedroom, or 3-4 people in a 2-bedroom. Campanile Court is the only one with fully furnished apartments, but M/B may be willing to negotiate on furnishing the apartment.

· Campanile Court, 1122 University Ave., 704-8730, 866-331-8141, info@campanilecourt.com, www.campanilecourt.com
· M/B Apartments, 1945 Berkeley Way, contact Manager Tom Carr, 400-8180, info.carr@gmail.com, www.mbapartments.net
· Library Gardens, 2020 Kittredge Street, Suite D, 540-5454 or 866-435-1567, librarygardens@riverstoneres.com, www.librarygardens.com
· University Village, Albany, office at 2610 Channing Way, 642-4109, apts@berkeley.edu, www.housing.berkeley.edu/livingatcal/universityvillage.html
Other Apartment Resources:

· Craig’s List, http://sfbay.craigslist.org/hhh
· www.move.com
· www.equityapartments.com/apartments/San-Francisco-Bay.aspx
· www.apartments.com/California/SanFrancisco&BayArea
· Cal Rentals (UC Housing Service), 2610 Channing Way, #2272, 642-3642, open 10 am – 4 pm, Monday – Friday, www.calrentals.housing.berkeley.edu  (provide the “To Whom It May Concern”  letter sent to you from Trond Petersen that verifies you will be studying at UC Berkeley)
· www.corporatehousingbyowner.com
· www.preferredcorporatehousing.com
· www.badgrads.berkeley.edu/doku.php?id=housing  (Includes information on local neighborhoods, leases and strategy for obtaining housing.  Site is geared towards graduate stusdents but can be useful for others.

Attention Students: Please make sure, when signing a lease, that you are planning to stay for the length of the lease (whether it’s 4 months, 8 months, or 1 year). Breaking a lease (leaving early) is a serious legal matter and should not be taken lightly. International Student Services cannot give legal advice or help in this matter but will refer you to Renter’s Assistance on campus for help.
Looking for shared housing, possibly with Berkeley students?
Join our facebook group site (sponsored by the Berkeley International Study Program in Sociology) where Berkeley and international visitors post their housing needs.  https://www.facebook.com/groups/269983156445188/
